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said thnt he wonld not examine. them for thele | which in his-judgment was the only sart of

worth. He had confidence in the clerk, and his .
elignt must rely upen him- alse. The pharges :
varied ju the different counties. There was e
réasin in the world why the fee bill of a whale
sqit need consist of more than two or thres
.. He wished also to say that he should move to
strike out from this or from any other bill sny
provision allowing fees 1o the register of wills.
If there was any office in the State in wh ch the
services should be gratuitously performed fur the
people, that office was the regotry of wills. The
money was paid by widows and orphans; and
none -were more deserving of pro.ection and com-
miseration. The register ~hould be paid out of
the treasury, either of the State or of the county;
the change beingz Jevied upon those who could
affurd it, ana not upon the helpless.

Mr.Brown said that whenever such an amend.
raent w8 that could be offered, he would resist it
with all his strength. What was to be dene in
the eases of copies?

Mr. Ranoary said hat it was his intention
that eopies should be paid for at the usual rate.

Mr. Brown proceeded to say that the orphans
were the principle parties who would want
copies; and all they could get clear of was pay-
ing for the recording of the will, and perhaps
the letters of administration, which would not
amount {0 a tenth part ot the whole expense.—
In reference tn the county clerks, if'a salary was
fixed, he doubtesd whether the office would be
well filled. 1t would not be tor the interest of
the clerk to attend promptly to his duties. If
the ptan was adupred that was proposed, the sal-
aries in the large offices would mak« them mere
sinecures; for c'erks would be employed to per-
form all the duties. {n these offices he was in
favor of limiting the salary to $2.500, and re-
quiring the remainder to be paid over into the
treasury. He kuew of o better way to manage
it than for those requiring the assistance of the
court. to pay for it.

‘Mr. Howagp. We are falling upon strange
times, when the gentleman from Carroll, (Mr.
Brewn ) desires to prolong the debate, and I de-
sire to cut it short. I move the previous ques-
tion.

The motion was not agreed to—ayes, 23;
noes, 33.

Mr. Ricavp moved to amend the amendment
offéred by Mr. Murrick, by striking out the
words proposed by the motion of Mr. Tucs,
and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

tProvided the amnunt of compensation to any
of said officers, shall not exceed the sum oftwen-
ty five huudred dollars per annum over and
ai%qve office expenses and compensation to assis-
tant-; and previded further, that such compensa.
tion of clerks, registers, assistants and office
expénses shall always be paid out of the fees or
receipts of the offices respectivelv.”

Mr. SopLers said that te had had some expe-
rience in this matter of clerk’s tees. He wished

to suggest to the Convention a propositien,

‘truth was avoided.

yewredy jor the ewvils of the present sysiem .No
two bills. in any two coynties in -the. Siate of
Marylangd, could be foundalike, even though the
‘cages were precisely alike. They  would agree
in hardly any particalar. The charge depended
upon the adroitness of the clerk in making en-
tries, or his pegligence innot making tirem. The
‘clerk received for each motiou five cents,; &c.,
and when excecding!ly adroit they would amount
1o a considerable sum. There were some clerks
who neglécted to make the entries; others who
made all of thern; and some, he feasred, who en-
tered more than all. Gentlemen need not expect
any balance to be paid over to the Stafe, for
there would never bea balance. The plan which
he would suggest, was to allow the clerk to
charge so much for every case, specifying the
amount for each kind of case, not allowing the
charge to exceed that amount; distinguishing be-
tween criminal and civii cases The clerk cduld
then receive so much and no more for every
case entered upon the docket. :

Mr. Bowrg said that with a little amendment,
the proposition of the gentleman from Charles
might be made to suit the views of the gentle-
man from Calvert. He had always been infaver
of uniform rates of charging. He would offer as
a substitute for said amendment the following:

“And for theallowances and -payment to said
officers respectively, of fixed annual salaries or
compensation by fees as the Legislature may in
their discretion direct; said salaries or compen-
sation in no case to exceed twenty-five hundred
dollars and such additional al.owances as' may "
be neces-ary and proper with reference to. the
amount of business to be done for the compea-
sation of assistants.” :

This plan provided, said Mr. B., for the whole
matter to be left to the Legislature;and this em-
braced every argument and every view w hich
could be taken in favor of any plan,

Mr. SorLers hop ed that the Convention would
itselfsettle thie matter, and settle it finally.

Mr, Ranpair incjuired how much différenée
the gentleman from Calvert had known betwedn
two fee-bills. s

Mr. SoLiers replied, that he had known it very
much to exceed one hundred per cent In his
own case, at one time, ke had knawn such a.dif-
ference. In acase nn St. Mary’s county, the
clerk recerved $S0. [n his own case, where
there were twice as m.any witne-ses he had re-
ceived but $16.50. H. presumed it was partly
owing to his not havinz charged as muchas was
due to him. He would andertake to affirm that

1o clerk could ever keep an account of the fees

received. A copy mighit be asked for, which
would come to fifteen cemts. Should he keep a
record ol that? .
Mr. BLagisToNe ex plained that in the case §
St..Mary's. alluded to-, the guilty party had been
unknown, and an imraense nuinber of summons
were sent out; whereas in the case in Cnlvert
cointy, the guilty pairty was known, and ihat




